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SCRANTON — At the top 
of  a hill, near some tennis 
courts,  Jeanie Bantell 
climbed the 49 steps she and 
her sister used to summit 
during their walks through 
McDade Park.

After the climb, Taylor res-
ident Joann Conroy McGur-
rin would turn to Bantell and 
remark, “They need a bench 
here.”

On Friday, the 10th anni-
versary of  McGurrin’s death 
at 63, Bantell sat on the newly 
erected metal bench and took 
in the view of  the Downval-
ley and the ski slopes of  
Montage Mountain. She’d 
planned on honoring her sis-
ter this way, but a chance 
meeting several weeks ago in 
Florida with some strangers 
from Luzerne County — who 
operate a business aimed at 
connecting people through 
stories, notebooks and bench-
es — left her wondering if  a 
“higher power greater than 
me (is) making this happen,” 
Bantell, of  Hughestown, 
said.

Beginning on her Shaver-
town farm with 20 benches to 
celebrate 20 years of  mar-
riage, Beth Romanowski 
founded The Bench Project 

as more than a way to rest 
during a walk. The project 
also hopes to foster human 
connection with a notebook 
tucked away in a weather-
proof  bag hooked to the 
bench. Anyone who encoun-
ters a Bench Project bench 
can leave their thoughts 
behind to be read by others.

Within the last two years, 
Romanowski’s project gained 
momentum and its website 
began selling benches to cre-
ate new spots for people to 
share. Benches come with 
QR codes, so sitters can leave 
a digital journal entry 
behind, too.

The website now lists 38 
benches or codes in 11 states. 
Len Romanowski, her hus-
band, said one is planned for 
Ireland.

“People need connection 
and it’s hard to come by 
s o m e t i m e s , ”  B e t h 
Romanowski said.

Bantell learned about The 
Bench Project earlier this 
year while visiting Clearwa-
ter Beach, Florida, at the 
same time the Romanowskis 
did.

Bantell’s husband, Tony 
Bantell, wore a Ryan’s Run 
shirt, which caught Beth and 
Len Romanowski’s eyes. The 
local connection sparked a 

conversation and the couples 
exchanged phone numbers. 
Beth Romanowski handed 
Bantell a business card for 
The Bench Project.

“She said, ‘This is divine 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , ’ ”  B e t h 
Romanowski recalled Jeanie 

Bantell saying.
Bantell selected a bench 

from the project’s catalog and 
worked to have it installed at 
the location McGurrin 
quipped should have one. 
With assistance from the 
City of  Scranton and the 

Lackawanna County Depart-
ment of  Parks and Recre-
ation, concrete was poured 
and “The Sisters’ Bench” 
was installed, Bantell said.

McGurrin, who never hes-
itated to communicate her 
love for others, would be 

pleased, she said.
“If  she saw a stranger sit-

ting on a bench, she would sit 
down next to them,” Bantell 
said.

Contact the writer:  

jkohut@timesshamrock.com, 
570-348-9100, x5187

Hughestown woman honors sister’s memory at McDade Park
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Jeanie Bantell of Hughestown speaks during a ceremo-

ny dedicating a park bench in honor of her late sister, 

Joann Conroy McGurrin, at McDade Park in Scranton 

on Friday.
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President Joe Biden wants 
longtime Scranton criminal 
defense attorney Gerard M. 
Karam to serve as the new 
U.S. attorney for the Middle 
District of  Pennsylvania.

T h e  W h i t e  H o u s e 
announced Friday that Biden 

will  nomi-
nate Karam, 
60, a Dickson 
City resident, 
for the job, 
which tempo-
rary appoin-
t e e s  h av e 
filled since 
former Presi-

dent Donald Trump left 
office in January 2021.

If  confirmed by the Sen-
ate, Karam will replace inter-
im U.S. Attorney John Gur-
ganus, who assumed the role 
in November. Karam had 
been rumored the likely 
nominee since last summer. 
It is unclear why the nomina-
tion took so long.

In a statement, Karam 
d e s c r i b e d  h i m s e l f  a s 
“extremely honored” and 
thanked Biden and Sens. Bob 
Casey and Pat Toomey for 
their confidence in him.

“I look forward to the nom-
ination process,” Karam 
said.

Karam applied for U.S. 
attorney in 2009, but then-
President Barack Obama 
chose Wilkes-Barre native 
Peter J. Smith, whose office 
prosecuted many local cor-
ruption cases, including for-
mer Lackawanna County 
Commissioners Robert Cord-
aro and A.J. Munchak. Biden 
also nominated Jacqueline C. 
Romero as U.S. attorney for 
the Eastern District of  Penn-
sylvania, which includes 
Philadelphia and surround-
ing southeastern counties. 
She is the first woman of  col-
or nominated to that post.

Biden nominated Cindy K. 
Chung as U.S. attorney for 
the state’s Western District 
on Oct. 27. The Senate con-

firmed her Nov. 19.
In Northeast Pennsylva-

nia, the Middle District 
includes Lackawanna, 
Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, 
Susquehanna, Wayne and 
Wyoming counties. The dis-
trict’s other 26 counties are 
Adams, Bradford, Cameron, 
Carbon, Centre, Clinton, 
Columbia, Cumberland, Dau-
phin, Franklin, Fulton, 
Huntingdon, Juniata, Leba-
non, Lycoming, Mifflin, Mon-
tour, Northumberland, Perry, 
Potter, Schuylkill, Snyder, 
Sullivan, Tioga, Union and 
York, according to a U.S. 
Attorney’s Office Court web-
page.

Criminal defense attorney 
Ernie Preate Jr., a former 
state attorney general and 
former Lackawanna County 
district attorney, called 
Karam “well-grounded in the 
law” and someone with “a 
great temperament.”

“He’s an excellent litigator 
and he’s a practical man,” 
Preate said. “He knows how 
to solve problems and he’ll be 
a good administrator over 
there.”

In a joint statement, Casey 
and Toomey, who by tradition 
had to sign off  on the nomina-
tions, praised Karam and 
Romero. Casey said both are 
highly qualified, independent 
leaders committed “to the 
safety of  our communities 
and equal justice for all.” 
Toomey cited Karam’s experi-
ence and commitment to the 
law and Romero’s “academic 
and legal background.”

Karam is a longtime part-
ner at the Scranton law firm 
of  Mazzoni, Karam, Petorak 
and Valvano, where he has 
practiced since 1995. His prac-
tice focuses on complex civil 
and criminal litigation. 
Karam received his law 
degree from Loyola Universi-
ty School of  Law in 1987, and 
his bachelor’s degree from St. 
Joseph’s University in 1984. 

Contact the writer: bkrawcze-
niuk@timesshamrock.com  
570-348-9147; @BorysBlogTT

Biden to nominate 
Karam as region’s 
new U.S. attorney

KARAM

Genoa Salami or
Hard Salami $7.99/lb

Black Pepper Ham
$7.29/lb

Cajun Turkey
$6.69/lb

Cracked Pepper
Mill Turkey $7.29/lb

Rosemary Ham $7.49/lb

Ovengold Turkey
$8.19/lb

Deluxe Ham
$7.79/lb

Low Salt Ham
$6.79/lb

Reg. Baloney & Low Salt
$4.89/lb

Liverwurst $5.09/lb

Pickle Loaf $5.49/lb

Pitcraft Texas Style
Turkey $7.99/lb

Black or Red Butt Capicola

$7.59/lb

ImportedMortadella

$8.49/lb

Citterio Mortadella

$4.99/lb

Black Pepper Bacon

$9.99/lb

RAVIOLI’S
Ricotta, Meat, Ricotta w/ Spinach,
Vegetable, Lobster, Mushroom,
Roasted Pepper, Asiago Cheese

and Goat Cheese, Ricotta
and Broccoli Rabe

MANICOTTI
Ricotta Egg Crefe

STUFFED SHELLS
Ricotta, Egg Dough

ITALIAN STYLE
MEATBALLS

TORTELLINI
Meat, Asiago Cheese or Veal

RICOTTA CAVATELLI
CHEESE OR POTATO GNOCCHI
BASIL PESTO AGNOLOTTI

Butterball Turkey
• Oven-Roasted

• Cajun • Low-Salt $5.99/lb
Smithfield Cooked Ham

$2.99/lb

Asiago Slicing Cheese $5.99/lb

Ammerlander Swiss $5.39/lb

Liuzzi SlicingMozzarella

$4.19/lb

Garlic American Cheese

$3.29/lb

ClearfieldWhite American Solid

$4.29/lb

Clearfield Pre-Sliced

$3.49/lb

Clearfield Yellow American

$4.29/lb

Bongards American

$3.39/lb

Cooper Sharp and Cooper Black

Pepper Cheese

$4.99/lb

EBT and all
major credit

cards accepted.

Open 7 days a week

from 6am to 9pm
39 Pittston Ave., Yatesville, PA | 570-654-7585

(Down the road from Pittston High School, turn left at stop sign) www.lombardosmarket.com

Free Local
Delivery

Sauces

25.5 oz. Jars

* Marinara

* Puttanesca

* All Purpose Pasta Sauce

*Vodka

* Porcini

* Arrabbiata

*ANNA PASTA

*Maurizio Pasta

Low Salt Turkey
(46% LOWER) $7.69/lb

HamOff the Bone
$5.99/lb

LARGE SELECTION OF PASTA AND SAUCES

MarketLombardo’sLombardo’s

PIZZA
KITS $1299

(2) Agostini Pizza Shells

1½ lb American and

Mozzarella Cheese

(1) 20 oz Container Cento

Pizza Sauce

TO THE BIGWINNER OFTO THE BIGWINNER OF
THE 10 LB. CHOCOLATETHE 10 LB. CHOCOLATE

EASTER EGGEASTER EGG

EDWINEDWIN
FOUTANEZ!!FOUTANEZ!!

CONGRATULATIONS!!

Visit our website at
childdevelopmentcouncil.com

CHILDCHILD
DEVELOPMENTDEVELOPMENT

COUNCILCOUNCIL
PRE-K COUNTS

A FREE KINDERGARTEN READINESS PROGRAM!

HANOVER - DONNA
570-829-1021• swbcdc@verizon.net

WILKES BARRE - KATHY

570-824-1625 • wbcdc@frontier.com

WILKES BARRE - COLEEN
570-824-3592 • kshcdc19@gmail.com

KINGSTON - CHRISSY
570-287-3592 • nesbittcdc@verizon.net

WEST PITTSTON - JOE
570-655-3390 • wpcdc1@verizon.net

Enrolling for September

E-Z Pool
Inventory

Wellis
Spas
In Stock

3 in
Chlorine
Tabs

Barracuda Pool!N Get Wet in a

Youurr

‘22 Project Before Time Runs Out!

WWWWW.BARRACUDAPOOLS.FUN • 570.550.9198

They're All Sold Out! 570-550-4814


